
1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

 

 

 

Media Coverage 
of Community 
Driven Issues 

 

Prepared by 

Wichita State University  
 
Public Policy and  
Management Center  
 

Misty Bruckner, Director 
Sarah Gooding, Graduate 
Assistant 
 

Elliott School of 
Communication 
 

Jeffrey W. Jarman, Ph.D. 
Lisa M. Parcell, Ph.D.  
 
 
July 2019 
www.wichita.edu/ppmc 
 



2 

 

Background 

In Spring 2019, the Wichita Community Foundation (WCF) contracted with the Public 

Policy and Management Center (PPMC) to conduct research regarding the expanse of 

media coverage on important local community issues as defined by residents of the 

Wichita and Sedgwick County area. The PPMC partnered with the Elliott School of 

Communication for content expertise for the project.  Research for the project was 

conducted between May and June 2019 

 

Process 

 

Task 1: Research of Identified Community Priorities 

The PPMC reviewed the following community surveys and sources to identify priorities 

for Sedgwick County: Project Wichita, City of Wichita community survey – National 

Citizen Survey for Wichita, KS, Fort Hays State University Docking Institute of Public 

Affairs – Kansas Speaks, Wichita-Sedgwick County planning surveys, United Way of 

the Plains – Community Needs Assessment and Focus Forward/Wichita Community 

Foundation was used as a supplemental material. The PPMC identified the following 

items as top priorities from survey sources:  

 

Docking Institute – Kansas Speaks (2016-2018) 

1. The State of Kansas as a place to live 

2. The State of the Kansas economy 

3. Strategies for closing the state budget deficit 

a. Tax increases – and whether to increase property, income, or sales taxes 

b. Spending cuts – and where to make cuts in state services 

4. School funding 

5. Student loan debt 

6. ACA repeal/Medicaid expansion 

7. Legalized recreational marijuana 

 

MAPD Community Investment – ACT-ICT (2014) 

1. To create a reliable source of water that will meet the future water needs of the 

community 

2. To improve street maintenance 

3. To establish passenger train service connecting Wichita to cities such as Kansas 

City, Oklahoma, Fort Worth 

4. To meet the needs of those who are homeless 

5. To encourage economic development, business investment and job creation 

6. That creates a regional storm water drainage system to reduce flooding 

7. In public transportation including bus service that is faster and more convenient 
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8. In incentives for airlines that are willing to reduce the cost to fly into and out of 

Wichita Mid-Continent Airport 

9. In freeways such as Kellogg and K-96 

10. In new street construction and the expansion of the road system 

 

Project Wichita (2018) 

1. Create opportunities to retain college graduates.  

2. Make flights from Wichita Eisenhower National Airport more affordable, 

3. Increase direct flights from Wichita Eisenhower National Airport.  

4. Increase educational opportunities to meet the changing requirements for the 

workforce,  

5. Support career pathways and job development (e.g. manufacturing, STEM, 

technology),  

6. Increase access (availability, affordability) to quality mental health care,  

7. Encourage citizens and police collaboration for improved public safety,  

8. Support after high school education to grow the regional economy,  

9. Develop strong talent retention strategies for the regional workforce,  

10. Grow different types of businesses and industries.  

 

United Way of the Plains – Community Needs Assessment (2016) 

1. Education – nurturing children’s potential 

a. School readiness 

b. Reading at grade level by 3rd grade 

2. Income and Self-Sufficiency – fostering financial stability 

a. Employment/job training 

b. housing 

3. Health – improving people’s wellness 

a. Access to health care, including health insurance, affordability, availability, 

sufficient regional coverage, transportation, etc. 

4. Other concerns identified represent symptoms of these themes 

 

City of Wichita – National Citizen Survey for Wichita, KS (2018) 

1. Overall feeling of safety in Wichita 

2. Overall economic health of Wichita 

3. Overall opportunities for education and enrichment 

4. Sense of community 

5. Health and wellness opportunities in Wichita 
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Task 2: Summarize Existing Data 

In reviewing these prioritizations and existing data, the PPMC determined that the 

following public priorities should be considered as identified community issues for the 

purposes of this research: Economy, Labor/Talent, Education, Quality of Life, Public 

safety and Other Issues. 

 

Economy 

1. Slow Economy 

Since 1980, the Wichita economy has been losing ground when compared with growth 

across the United States. Many of Wichita’s vulnerabilities came to light with the 2008 

recession, which showed that “Wichita is quick to decline, slow to recover and is still 

lagging compared with other Midwestern cities and the nation” (Focus Forward/Wichita 

Community Foundation, 2015).  

a. Economic Development, including community growth, innovation job creation 

and diversification, job training and business promotion, was the discussion 

topic in the vision portion of the ACT-ICT Community Engagement Survey 

(2014). 

b. A major outcome of the 2018 Project Wichita survey and action plan is the 

identification of the community’s need to grow jobs and existing business 

(Project Wichita Report, 2018, p 22). 

c. The National Citizen Survey for Wichita, KS (2018) found that 93% of 

respondents believe focusing on the economic health of Wichita is an 

essential (54%) or very important (39%) priority in the coming two years. 

d. Across the State of Kansas, a decreasing number of Kansas Speaks survey 

respondents are expressing high levels of concern that the state’s economy 

will seriously threaten their welfare over the next year. In 2016, 50% of 

respondents said they were very or moderately concerned, versus 38% in 

2018 (Docking, 2016; Docking, 2018). However, concern still is present for 

nearly three in five Kansas residents (61% slightly, moderately or very 

concerned) (Docking, 2018). 

 

2. Uncompetitive in Business Market 

Manufacturing has long formed the base of the Wichita economy, but 84.8% of 

respondents to the 2018 Project Wichita Survey believe it is essential or very important 

to invest in growing different types of businesses or industries. 

a. The Focus Forward/Wichita Community Foundation Report (2018) notes that 

manufacturing jobs continue to decline and that the manufacturing industry 

can no longer be seen as a job creator. 

b. The Blueprint for Regional Economic Growth has outlined eight promising 

industry clusters for enhanced growth: Advanced manufacturing, advanced 

materials, aerospace, agriculture, data services and information technology, 

healthcare, oil and gas, transportation and logistics (Horwath, 2018) 
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c. Every comparable city in the central U.S. is growing faster than the U.S. 

average except for Wichita (Focus Forward/Wichita Community Foundation, 

2018). 

d. If Wichita had kept up with growth across the country, average income would 

be $10,000 higher, home prices would be $50,000 higher and average net 

worth would be $130,000 higher (Focus Forward/Wichita Community 

Foundation, 2018). 

e. Wichita has not embraced a cycle of constant upgrading as the world 

economy changed, and overall Kansas’ manufacturing employment has 

declined in recent years, most recently decreasing by 900 jobs in the 2016 

year and 1,600 jobs for 2017. The highest level for manufacturing jobs over 

the past decade was in 2008 which was 185,300, which was also a 700 job 

increase from the 184,700 jobs in 2007. This was followed by a 20,000 job 

decrease in the 2009 year, ending the year with just over 165,000 overall 

manufacturing jobs. From 2009 to 2010 there was a 7,300-job decreased, 

followed by a 900 job increase for 2011. From 2012 to 2014 there was an 

overall 3,500 job increase, leading to 162,300 manufacturing jobs for 2014. 

Since 2014 there has been a decrease of manufacturing jobs each year, 

leading to 158,800 jobs for 2017 (CEDBR, 2018).  

 

3. Entrepreneurship Challenge 

a. Wichita is the 51st largest city in the United States but was not in the list of top 

160 cities receiving venture capital investments and ranks at 227 out of 366 

cities for startup density, while neighboring Oklahoma City ranks at 59 (Focus 

Forward/Wichita Community Foundation, 2018). Based on population size, 

Wichita should be seeing between $10 million and $20 million in venture 

capital investments each year, however in the past two years Wichita 

attracted $5.4 million. Peer cities Omaha and Des Moines attracted $20.8 

million and $130 million, respectively (Focus Forward/Wichita Community 

Foundation, 2018).  

b. Project Wichita (2018) survey results show that 76.9% of regional 

respondents believe it is important to invest in supporting entrepreneurial 

opportunities. 

 

4. Chronic Underinvestment 

Investment in the community as a whole is seen as key and is another area in which 

Wichita and the surrounding region lag. 

a. 79.6% of Project Wichita (2018) survey respondents believe it is essential or 

very important to invest in expanding technology such as broadband, IT and 

data services to promote business investments in the community. 

b. The Wichita Community Foundation’s assets are far less than those managed 

by community foundations in peer cities. Currently, WCF has about $80 

million in assets under management, versus the Grand Rapids Community 



6 

 

Foundation ($331 million), Des Moines Community Foundation ($545 million) 

and the Omaha Community Foundation ($1 billion) (Finger, 2018). 

 

5. Taxes (state level) 

a. The Docking Institute notes that the State of Kansas continually runs a budget 

deficit, but Kansans are split regarding how best to address the situation. A 

decreasing number believe taxes should be increased (36% in 2016, versus 

17% in 2018) and an increasing number advocate for cutting spending (37% 

in 2016, versus 47% in 2018). Each year, support for a blended approach 

fluctuates (28%, 2016; 42%, 2017; 35%, 2018) (Docking, 2016-2018). 

b. Those who supported either increasing taxes or cutting spending and 

increasing taxes were most supportive of increases in the income tax, 

followed by sales taxes and then property taxes. 

c. Similarly, in 2016 and 2017 Kansas Speaks survey respondents supported 

cutting roads and highways, followed by social services, then higher 

education and K-12 education. In 2018, the social services option was 

removed and replaced by an “other”, which was the preferred option for 45% 

of respondents that year (Docking, 2016-2018). 

d. Most residents continue to feel that their state and local tax burdens are 

increasing when compared with tax burdens two years prior (68%, 2016; 

65%, 2017; 64%, 2018) 

 

Labor/Talent 

1. Talent Training 

The Wichita community has identified the need to invest in talent through both internally 

and externally focused strategies. 

a. The Project Wichita (2018) survey found that 82% of respondents believe 

establishing career networks for high school students, such as internships, 

pathways and apprenticeships, is an essential or important investment. 

Additionally, 83% support education beyond high school to grow the regional 

economy. 

b. The Wichita Community Foundation plans to invest $1 million to create the 

Talent Ecosystem Fund, with an initial grant of $500,000 going to WSU Tech 

to help pay cost-of-living expenses for students who want to relocate to 

Wichita from other cities or states. (Tobias, 2018). 

c. The United Way’s Community Needs Assessment survey found that 

community respondents were asked to rank income and self-sufficiency 

issues, the highest ratings were employment/job training 942.2%) and 

housing. Community leaders’ prioritizations were even higher at 49.2%. 

d. Strengthening connections between businesses and schools was considered 

an essential or very important investment by 73.7% of Project Wichita survey 

respondents. 
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2. Labor Shortage 

Changing workforce needs also are a concern and supplying needed talent will require 

strategic efforts.  

a. Project Wichita (2018) respondents expressed very high support for both 

investing in increased educational opportunities to meet the changing 

requirement for the workforce (86.8%) and supporting career pathway and job 

development for industries such as manufacturing, STEM and technology 

(85.9%). 

 

3. Retention of Labor Force 

Wichita’s labor force is a concern, with 17,0000 fewer adults in the labor market than 

peer city Des Moines, despite having 19,000 more adults in the general population 

(Focus Forward/Wichita Community Foundation, 2018). Additionally, Wichita has lost a 

net of 18,000 individuals since 2018. A disproportionate number of these are educated 

women and minorities (Focus Forward/Wichita Community Foundation, 2018). 

a. Wichita hires only 1.8% more college graduates than it did two decades ago. 

Meanwhile, the U.S. hires 6.3% more (Focus Forward/Wichita Community 

Foundation, 2015). 

b. If Wichita was behaving like other cities, it would have about 10,000 more 

workers in their prime earning and spending years, ages 35 to 54 (Focus 

Forward/Wichita Community Foundation, 2015). 

c. Project Wichita survey respondents strongly supported investing in 

developing strong talent retention strategies for the regional workforce 

(82.5%), and 87.1% believe it is essential or very important to create 

opportunities to retain college graduates. 

d. The United Way’s Community Needs Assessment found that nearly 8% of 

South-Central Kansas households had someone laid off from a job due to the 

economy and/or workforce reduction in the past 12 months. Employment and 

job training were the highest-rated income and self-sufficiency issues within 

the survey. 

 

Education 

Wichita Community members believe education and enrichment is an important focus 

for the city and the region. The 2018 National Citizen Survey for Wichita, KS found that 

82% of respondents believe it is an essential (40%) or very important (42%) focus. 

1. K-12 performance 

a. The United Way Community Needs Assessment found that school readiness 

is a top educational priority, with community respondents (48.4%), community 

leaders (53.0%) and agency executives (54.7%) giving it top ranking. 

b. An additional top educational priority is reading at grade-level by third grade 

(United Way). 
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c. Wichita has more Title 1 schools than any other district in Kansas. Of its 93 

schools, 48 are Title 1. While USD 500, in Kansas City, Kansas, has a higher 

percentage of schools in Title 1, Wichita has 14 more in its school district 

(Focus Forward/Wichita Community Foundation, 2015). 

d. USD 259 will graduate 2,932 students, which is the largest graduating class 

since 1978.   

 

2. College graduate retention 

a. Wichita only attracts 50% of WSU graduates, 7.6% of K-State graduates and 

just 3.6% of KU graduates (Focus Forward/Wichita Community Foundation, 

2018). 

 

3. Preparation for workforce 

a. The United Way’s Community Needs Assessment found that 15% of 

respondents had a household member seek education or training during the 

past 12 months with the intent of qualifying for a higher-paying job. 

b. Preparing young people for the workforce is a top educational concern for the 

community (Community Needs Assessment, 2016). 

 

4. K-12 Funding 

a. Volatile K-12 Funding at the state level is an ongoing concern. Kansas 

Speaks survey respondents were least likely to support cutting K-12 spending 

in the 2016-2018 surveys by the Docking Institute, and 2016 survey 

respondents expressed significant dissatisfaction (76% somewhat or very 

dissatisfied) with the Kansas Legislature’s handling of the funding issue 

(Docking 2016-2018). 

Community Development 

1. Downtown Wichita/Riverfront 

a. Arts, culture, entertainment, events and amenities were the second-most 

discussed topic within the visioning portion of the ACT-ICT (2014) community 

engagement survey. 

b. Project Wichita (2018) survey-takers were clear that investing in quality of life 

enhancements downtown and along the riverfront is a high priority. 

i. 66.6% said offering more diverse entertainment options (music 

festivals, restaurants, theme parks) is an essential or very important 

investment. 

ii. 68.3% prioritized developing nature attractions including parks and 

green space 

iii. 56.3% prioritized attracting collegiate and professional sports 

iv. 57.5% believe it is important to expand unique entertainment, visitor 

attractions and retail shopping 



9 

 

v. 54.7% feel that investments to create outdoor recreation activities on 

the river are a strategic priority 

vi. 53.7% believe it is important to invest in new outdoor community 

gathering space along the river 

 

2. Infrastructure 

Investing in infrastructure was highlighted as a priority, especially as related to a long-

term vision for the community. 

a. Water supply, street maintenance, stormwater and transportation (rail) were 

in the top ten critical investments for local government in the Wichita-

Sedgwick County Community Investment Plan, ACT-ICT. 

b. Similarly, investment in facilities for conventions and performing arts was an 

essential or very important investment by a majority of Project Wichita (2018) 

survey takers. 

i. 53.9% feel it is essential or very important to invest in a modern 

convention center that attracts more conventions and events 

ii. 58.5% prioritized investing in a modern performing arts center that 

meets the region’s needs for symphony, music theater, opera, etc. 

 

3. Housing: livable and affordable 

a. In the United Way’s Community Needs Assessment, agency executives 

(47.7%) strongly prioritized safe, affordable and accessible housing as a 

community need.  

b. The 2014 ACT-ICT found that 63.4% of respondents expressed willingness to 

pay to meet the needs of those who are homeless. 

c. Project Wichita survey respondents were less likely to label housing as an 

“essential” investment, but 62% felt that affordable housing was a very 

important or essential investment. Additionally, more than half (55.3%) 

indicated that repairing deteriorating homes to improve neighborhoods is very 

important or essential. 

 

Public Safety 

In the National Citizen Survey for Wichita (2018), 57% of respondents said focusing on 

an overall feeling of safety in Wichita is an essential priority in the coming two years, 

and another 34% labeled it very important. In addition, cooperation among law 

enforcements, residents and community organizations to improve public safety was 

ranked seventh in the Project Wichita priorities. 

 

Health 

Health, including physical health mental health and behavioral health, was a priority 

topic in a variety of forms with several surveys. 
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1.  Mental Health 

a. More than four out of five (80.3%) Project Wichita respondents believe 

increasing access (availability, affordability) to quality mental health care is an 

essential or very important investment. 

b. Within the Sedgwick County Jail, 25% of the inmate population is diagnosed 

with some form of mental illness, and 29% are suspected of having a mental 

illness (Dietzman, 2018). 

2. Substance Abuse  

a. The Sedgwick County Jail documents that roughly 1,000, or 73% of all inmates 

have a chemical dependency, and a clear majority of inmates with mental 

illness also have a duel diagnosis of chemical dependency (Dietzman, 2018) 

b. There is growing support throughout Kansas for legalization of recreational 

marijuana for individuals ages 21 and older to allow taxation by the State of 

Kansas. In 2017, 49% of Kansas Speaks respondents strongly or somewhat 

supported legalization, and in 2018 52% strongly or somewhat supported 

legalization. 

 

3.  Health care/insurance (Medicaid expansion) 

a. 75.8% of Project Wichita respondents said it is essential or very important to 

invest in increasing access (availability/affordability) to quality primary health 

care. 

b. Health concerns also were a major theme in the United Way Community 

Needs Assessment. Community respondents (34.4%) and community leaders 

(23.2%) rated health insurance as the top health concern, and agency 

executives (45.2%) rated basic medical care for low income as the top 

concern. Additionally, community respondents rated prescription medication 

financial assistance as a top self-sufficiency concern. 

c. However, the question of how to address these concerns has been 

politicized, and the Kansas Speaks survey shows the difficulty of addressing 

affordable health care access through policy efforts. 

i. Support for Medicaid Expansion in Kansas is growing, with 62% 

strongly or somewhat supporting in 2016 and 69% strongly or 

somewhat supporting in 2017. In that same timeframe, those strongly 

opposed fell by 5% from 21% in 2016 to 16% in 2017. 

ii. However, Kansans are split on efforts to repeal the ACA/Obamacare 

and there is very little movement from year to year. In 2018, 28% of 

Kansans surveyed supported repealing the ACA, 35% supported 

repealing it if it were replaced with other legislation, and 37% opposed 

repealing. 
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Task 3: Media Coverage Analysis 

The Elliott School of Communication in consultation identified the top media outlets for 

review of coverage of important community issues. The following pages are the full 

report of the analysis from the Elliott School of Communications. 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

News stories were collected over a 3-week period from mid-May through early June. 

More than 3,800 stories were collected from 21 major news websites. The total number 

of unique stories was 1,985. The number of unique hard news stories analyzed in the 

report was 1,757. 

 

The overwhelming majority of news articles were reports of a single event (1,284 hard 

news stories). This type of reporting is focused on providing the details of a specific 

event, but does not include additional information related to the history or context of the 

issue and makes no meaningful attempt to educate the audience beyond learning the 

event occurred. An additional 236 hard news articles were focused on multiple events, 

but still lacked additional information. 

 

Crime and weather news were the two largest topics covered by the news outlets. 

These stories accounted for nearly one-third of all articles analyzed. Stories related to 

politics, business and deaths were the next most common topic of the news. 

 

The overwhelming majority of news articles were related to local news or news related 

to Kansas. These two categories of news accounted for more than two-thirds of all 

articles analyzed. 

 

Political news was disproportionately focused on event coverage (rather than in-depth 

coverage) for stories related to Kansas (local and state-wide news). In contrast, political 

news was more in-depth when the stories were related to issues outside of Kansas. 

 

Crime news coverage also was disproportionately focused on event coverage (rather 

than in-depth coverage) for stories related to Kansas. In contrast, crime news was more 

in-depth when the stories were related to issues outside of Kansas. 

 

Weather, sports, and news about ceremonies also was disproportionately focused on 

event coverage for stories related to Kansas, and also was disproportionately in-depth 

when the stories were focused outside of Kansas. 
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Stories on a wide range of topics, including education, technology, infrastructure, family, 

death, entertainment, and other topics, showed a similar pattern (where state coverage 

was more likely to be event driven), but the results were not statistically significant. 

 

Stories on business and health showed the opposite trend, where in-state coverage was 

more likely to be in-depth, but the results were not statistically significant. 

 

METHODOLOGY 

Data collection and dataset 

 

Data were collected over a 21-day period (Tuesday, May 14, 2019, through Monday, 

June 3, 2019). News articles were collected from 21 outlets in the Wichita area, 

including the three network-affiliated television station websites, major radio station 

websites, and large and small news organization websites. Five articles were collected 

from each website. Articles were collected three times per day from media outlets that 

frequently update their content (i.e., Wichita Eagle, KWCH, etc.). Articles were collected 

less often for media outlets that update less frequently (i.e., Community Voice was 

collected daily, but Wichita Times was collected weekly). Depending on the site, articles 

were collected either because they were listed by the site as the “top trending” stories or 

were promoted to the top of the page. Appendix A contains the data collection strategy 

for all news websites. 

 

The data collection strategy resulted in a large corpus of articles (N = 3,830). The 

dataset included duplicates since the same story could remain on a website over 

multiple collection times. A large number of articles were duplicates (n = 1,845) and 

were removed. The final total of unique articles in the dataset was 1,985. Some of the 

articles were not hard news stories and were excluded in several of the analyses. 

 

Data collection and coding was completed by two graduate students who were unaware 

of the research questions. An initial round of training was used to familiarize the coders 

with the codebook. Reliability was assessed using a sample of articles from May 14, 

2019. Reliability was high. Reliability was assessed on three items and was good: story 

scope (85% agreement), story topic (77% agreement), and story frame (83% 

agreement). A second round of training was conducted to clarify and refine the 

codebook. 

 

Codebook and categories 

 

All articles were coded based on several variables, including: day, time, outlet and 

byline. Time of collection was approximately 8 a.m., noon, and 5 p.m. each day. 
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News articles were coded for geographic scope of the story. Local news stories were 

about issues predominantly related to Wichita and the surrounding counties and cities, 

including Sedgwick, Butler, Harvey, Reno, Kingman, Sumner and Cowley counties. 

State news stories were about issues predominantly related to the entire state but 

without a significant relationship to Wichita or the surrounding counties. National news 

stories were about issues facing the entire country and not exclusively related to 

Kansas. Finally, international news stories were about issues outside of the United 

States. 

 

For ease of analysis, local news stories and state news stories were combined into one 

geographic category for in-state news. National and international news stories were 

combined into a second geographic category, out-of-state news. 

 

New stories were coded based on the topic of the story. Stories were coded into one of 

15 categories. Sports included news stories about all sporting events, including high 

school, college, and professional sports. Crime and courts included news stories about 

shootings, thefts, courts, trials, arrests and other criminal activity. Education included 

stories about both public and private schools, as well stories related to K-12 and higher 

education. Politics and government included stories related to legislation, the 

legislature, any level of government, candidates, and elections. Business included 

stories about new or closed businesses, industry reports, layoffs, employment rates, 

and other business information. Health included stories about health care, medicine, 

medical safety, drugs, doctors, hospitals and nutrition. Weather included all stories 

related to the weather. Entertainment included celebrity news, movies, festivals, 

concerts, art exhibits, and other celebrations. Ceremonies included news stories about 

awards, anniversaries, and ribbon cuttings. Religion included stories about different 

religions, religious holidays, or other religious information. Death and accidents included 

stories about deaths that were not related to crimes or criminal activity, such as car 

crashes or fires. Family/lifestyle included articles about parenting, activities for children, 

or other family-related activities. Technology included articles related to science and 

technology, but not clearly related to business. Infrastructure included infrastructure 

projects and other building or construction projects. Finally, other was used for all other 

stories that did not fit into one of the previous categories. 

 

News stories were coded based on the depth of reporting used in the story. Single 

event news stories were those where a single event was the primary focus of the 

reporting. These news stories provided information about the event and did not provide 

significant background on the cause or potential solution for the larger issue. For 

instance, a single event news story about a crime would not include information on the 
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historical trend of this type of crime, the likely causes that drive people to commit this 

type of crime, or the potential solutions available to reduce the rate of this kind of crime. 

Multiple event news stories were those where more than one event (usually related or of 

the same kind) was the primary focus of the reporting. These were similar to single 

event news stories except the were about more than one event. Solutions (and/or 

causes) were news stories where the primary focus was on providing information on the 

cause and/or solution to a problem facing the community. The story may include a 

reference to an event, but the primary purpose of the article was to provide the 

additional information. For instance, if a story about DUI was primarily written to provide 

the reader with information on the county’s efforts to prosecute DUIs or the number of 

officers on the street to enforce laws against DUI, then the article would be coded as 

solution/cause. In-depth articles were news stories that contained a significant amount 

of information that would help a reader understand the issue, but lacked information 

related to a cause or a solution of the issue. In-depth articles likely included information 

about an event, but included additional information that would educate a reader beyond 

merely learning the event occurred. The final category for depth of reporting was not 

hard news. This category included features, obituaries, feel-good pieces, and fluff 

stories. The category was designed for articles that would not typically run on the front 

page of a national or local news section. 

 

For ease of analysis, single and multiple news stories were combined into one category, 

episodic news. These articles merely reported an event (or multiple events) and were 

limited to informing the audience that something happened. Solutions/causes and in-

depth reporting were combined into another category, thematic news. Thematic 

coverage provides greater information to a reader, providing historical context, 

information beyond the details of the event, and material that would enable a reader to 

make an informed decision on an issue facing the community. 

 

Limitations 

 

News coverage on any given day is driven by a number of factors, including legislative 

calendars, holidays, time of year, staffing, and unexpected events. The goal of this 

project was to collect a sufficiently large dataset in an effort to minimize the influence of 

these factors. Nevertheless, it is expected that some differences would exist if data 

were collected during a major election cycle, the beginning of the legislative session in 

Kansas, during an extended weather event, or the fall in a non-election year. The 

findings in this report, while valid and valuable, are not meant to be predictive. The 

results simply capture the nature of the reporting during this three-week period. The 

findings are meant as a guide and should be used in conjunction with other evidence.  

  



15 

 

RESULTS 

RQ1: What were the most common topics for news stories from local news 

websites? 

 

Articles were categorized based on the topic, ranging from sports, politics, and business 

to education, health care, and entertainment. Table 1 reports the number of unique 

stories based on the topic of the story. 

 

Table 1. Number of articles based on topic and scope. 

 

 TOTAL Local State National International 

Crime 336 200   69   57 10 

Weather 320 132 126   59   3 

Politics 294   38   85 148 23 

Business 157 107   22   26   2 

Death 140   70   36   32   2 

Entertainment 139   45     9   83   2 

Family 105   75     9   19   2 

Sports   98   58   30   10   0 

Ceremonies   83   57   12   12   2 

Health   82   35   13   33   1 

Other   71   31   18   21   1 

Education   58   28   18   11   1 

Infrastructure   47   30   12     5   0 

Technology   18     5     2   10   1 

Religion     2     2     0     0   0 

Note: Total includes non-hard news articles. The total does not sum to 1,985 due to 

missing data. 

 

News articles were collected from 21 different news outlets. Table 2 reports the number 

of unique articles collected from each site as well as the top three topics of news 

stories. Of the nine largest websites, contributing the largest number of unique stories, 

weather appeared the most often (8 times), followed by crime (7 times), deaths and 

politics (3 times each). This is similar to the list of the most common types of story 

topics. In other words, the largest sites share an interest in producing the largest 

amount of content about the same topics. 
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Table 2. Number of articles from each outlet and top three most popular topic 

 

Outlet # Articles Most popular topics 

KSN 260 Weather, crime, deaths 

KAKE 243 Weather, crime, deaths 

KPTS 241 Politics, crime, weather 

KWCH 186 Weather, crime, deaths 

Eagle 176 Sports, business, family 

KNSS 173 Crime, weather, politics 

KFDI 164 Crime, weather, politics 

KFJX 152 Entertainment, crime, weather 

KSAS 104 Weather, ceremonies, business 

KMUW   66 Politics, business, education/weather 

Wichita Business 

Journal 

  54 Business, ceremonies, 

education/politics 

Sunflower   30 Ceremonies, education, business 

Community Voice   29 Crime, ceremonies, 

politics/entertainment 

Wichita Mom’s Blog   23 Health, 

education/business/entertainment 

B98   23 Education, health, other 

Post   19 Business, politics, sports 

Times-Sentinel   12 Ceremonies, sports, family 

KLC The Journal   10 Business, crime, health 

Teenview     8 Entertainment, sports, family 

Wichita Times     6 Entertainment, business, family 

Catholic Advance     5 Religion, ceremonies 

Note: Most popular story type is in order starting with the largest category. Categories 

separated with a slash (/) are tied. 

 

RQ2: What was the geographic scope of news coverage from local news 

websites? 

 

Most articles were either local news stories (n = 913) or news stories related to the 

entire State (n = 461). In addition, some news stories focused on national news (n = 

527) or international news (n = 50). 

 

For further analysis, local and state stories were combined into one category (focused 

geographically on Kansas) and national and international stories were combined into a 

second category (focused geographically outside of Kansas). 
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RQ3: What was the depth of reporting from local news websites? 

 

Without question, the most common type of story was related to a single event (n = 

1,284). There were a significant number of stories that were in-depth (n = 285), but that 

represented only 14.4% of the total number of stories. There were some stories that 

focused on multiple events (n = 136). The smallest category was stories focused on 

solutions and/or causes (n = 52), representing just 2.6% of all stories. Finally, some 

stories were not hard news stories (n = 228) and were removed from most of the 

remaining analyses. 

 

Story depth was recoded into two broad categories. Episodic stories (n = 1,420) were 

stories that focused on either a single event or multiple events, but lacked sufficient 

detail related to a larger issue. The overwhelming majority of news stories were episodic 

(80.2%). Thematic stories (n = 337) were stories that were framed around causes or 

solutions or stories that were in-depth and contained sufficient detail about an issue that 

a reader would understand the larger issue. Thematic stories were far less common 

(19.8%). 

 

RQ4: Which topics were most likely to receive thematic coverage? 

 

Some topics were covered in greater detail than others. One way to assess the 

frequency of depth reporting was to create a ratio of depth/thematic articles compared 

to event/episodic articles. Ratios were created by dividing the number of articles coded 

as thematic divided by the number of articles coded as episodic. Ratios less than 1 

indicate more episodic articles than depth articles. Table 3 reports the number of 

episodic articles, number of thematic articles, and the ratio, for each topic. 
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Table 3. Number of episodic and thematic articles, and ratio between them, for each 

topic. 

 

Topic # Episodic # Thematic Ratio 

Technology     7     9 1.29 

Health   46   33   .72 

Politics 189 108   .57 

Business   98   49   .50 

Education   37   13   .35 

Crime 294   43   .15 

Other   52     8   .15 

Death 113   15   .13 

Weather 280   34   .12 

Infrastructure   42     5   .12 

Sports   73     7   .10 

Family   49     4   .08 

Ceremony   65     4   .06 

Entertainment   74     4   .05 

Religion     0     1   n/a 
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RQ5: Are there differences in reporting (episodic versus thematic) between 

stories written about Kansas (compared to outside of Kansas)? And, are the 

differences based on the topic of the story? 

 

The ratio of thematic to episodic reporting is one way to analyze the depth of reporting. 

But, the total number of articles could conceal the fact that some articles, based on 

geographic scope, could be more or less likely to utilize thematic coverage. In other 

words, there may be a lot of episodic or thematic coverage on one topic, but it could be 

related to either an in-state or an out-of-state issue. A series of chi-square tests were 

utilized to determine if the proportion of episodic and thematic articles were the same for 

both in-state issues and out-of-state issues. Statistically significant differences (p values 

less than .05) indicate that the proportions were significantly different and the 

differences were unlikely due to chance (that is, they are very likely to be real 

differences). Where differences were found, actual frequency counts were compared to 

expected frequency counts. Statistically significant differences between cells counts are 

identified by z scores greater than 1.96. 

 

A. Abundance of episodic coverage of in-state issues 

 

The research found several types of stories where local coverage (local and statewide) 

was disproportionately episodic and out-of-state coverage (national and international) 

was disproportionately thematic. This relationship was found for the following topics: 

politics, crime, weather, sports, and ceremonies. 

 

Politics. 293 stories were analyzed. There was a statistically significant relationship 

between the geographic scope of story and type of coverage for political news, χ2 (1, N 

= 293) = 15.316, p < .001, V = .23. Local stories were disproportionately episodic. 

National stories were disproportionately thematic. When further broken down (see Table 

5), local and state news was disproportionately tilted toward episodic coverage (z > 2.4). 

International news was disproportionately tilted toward thematic coverage (z = 4.8). 

National news was tilted toward thematic coverage, but not significantly (z < 1.9). 

 

Table 4. Politics news coverage count based on scope and type of coverage 

 

 Episodic Thematic 

Local 31   7 

State 63 22 

National 88 59 

International   4 19 
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Crime. 335 stories were analyzed. There was a statistically significant relationship 

between the geographic scope of story and type of coverage for news related to crime, 

χ2 (1, N = 335) = 15.312, p < .001, V = .21. The results confirmed local stories were 

disproportionately episodic. By contrast, national stories were disproportionately 

thematic. When further broken down (see Table 4), local crime news stories were 

disproportionately episodic (z = 2.0) and national news stories were disproportionately 

thematic (z = 4.8). State news coverage was tilted toward episodic coverage, but not 

significantly (z < 1.9). 

 

Table 5. Crime news coverage counts based on scope and type of coverage  

 

 Episodic Thematic 

Local 180 20 

State   64   5 

National   38 18 

International   10   0 

 

Weather. 314 stories were analyzed. There was a statistically significant relationship 

between the geographic scope of story and type of coverage for news related to 

weather, χ2 (1, N = 314) = 6.133, p = .013, V = .14. Local stories were 

disproportionately episodic. National stories were disproportionately thematic. When 

further broken down, local stories were disproportionately episodic (z = 2.6) and national 

stories were disproportionately thematic (z = 2.2). State and international stories were 

tilted toward thematic, but not statistically significant (z < 1.9). 

 

Sports. 80 stories were analyzed. There was a statistically significant association 

between the geographic scope of story and type of coverage, χ2 (1, N = 80) = 9.202, p 

= .002, V = .34. Local stories were disproportionately episodic. National stories were 

disproportionately thematic. When further broken down, national stories were 

disproportionately thematic (z = 3.0). Local and state sports news were tilted toward 

episodic coverage, but the difference is not statistically significant (z < 1.9). 

 

Ceremonies. 69 stories were analyzed. There was a nearly statistically significant 

relationship between the geographic scope of story and type of coverage for ceremony 

stories, χ2 (1, N = 69) = 3.143, p = .076, V = .21. Local stories were disproportionately 

episodic. National stories were disproportionately thematic. A word of caution is in order 

for this finding. The frequency counts were low and violated an assumption of chi-

square (50% of cells have a count less than 5). 
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B. Excess episodic coverage, but not statistically significant 

 

The research found several types of stories where local coverage (local and statewide) 

was disproportionately episodic and out-of-state coverage (national and international) 

was disproportionately thematic, but where the relationship was not statistically 

significant. In other words, the trends were similar. This relationship was found for the 

following topics: education, technology, infrastructure, family, death, entertainment, and 

other. 

 

Education. 50 stories were analyzed. There was not a statistically significant difference 

in coverage. While the relationship was not significant, the frequency counts were 

consistent with excess episodic coverage of in-state news. That is, local stories were 

disproportionately episodic and national stories were disproportionately thematic. 

 

Technology. 16 stories were analyzed. There was not a statistically significant 

difference in coverage. While the relationship was not significant, the frequency counts 

were consistent with excess episodic coverage of in-state news. That is, local stories 

were disproportionately episodic and national stories were disproportionately thematic. 

Some caution is warranted since the frequency counts were low and an assumption of 

the test was violated (75% of the cells had a count less than 5). 

 

Infrastructure. 47 stories were analyzed. There was not a statistically significant 

difference in coverage. While the relationship was not significant, the frequency counts 

were consistent with excess episodic coverage of in-state news. That is, local stories 

were disproportionately episodic and national stories were disproportionately thematic. 

Some caution is warranted since the frequency counts were low and an assumption of 

the test was violated (75% of the cells had a count less than 5). 

 

Family/lifestyle. 53 stories were analyzed. There was not a statistically significant 

difference in coverage. While the relationship was not significant, the frequency counts 

were consistent with excess episodic coverage of in-state news. That is, local stories 

were disproportionately episodic and national stories were disproportionately thematic. 

Some caution is warranted since the frequency counts were low and an assumption of 

the test was violated (50% of the cells had a count less than 5). 

 

Death. 127 stories were analyzed. There was not a statistically significant difference in 

coverage. While the relationship was not significant, the frequency counts were 

consistent with excess episodic coverage of in-state news. That is, local stories were 

disproportionately episodic and national stories were disproportionately thematic. 
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Entertainment. 71 stories were analyzed. There was not a statistically significant 

difference in coverage. While the relationship was not significant, the frequency counts 

were consistent with excess episodic coverage of in-state news. That is, local stories 

were disproportionately episodic and national stories were disproportionately thematic. 

Some caution is warranted since the frequency counts were low and an assumption of 

the test was violated (50% of the cells had a count less than 5). 

 

Other. 58 stories were analyzed. There was not a statistically significant difference in 

coverage. While the relationship was not significant, the frequency counts were 

consistent with excess episodic coverage of in-state news. That is, local stories were 

disproportionately episodic and national stories were disproportionately thematic. 

 

C. Excess of thematic coverage, but not statistically significant 

 

The research found several types of stories where local coverage (local and statewide) 

was disproportionately thematic and out-of-state coverage (national and international) 

was disproportionately episodic, but the relationship was not statistically significant. In 

other words, the trends were in the opposite direction as prior findings. This relationship 

was found for the following topics: business and health. 

 

Business. 146 stories were analyzed. There was not a statistically significant difference 

in coverage. While the relationship was not significant, the frequency counts were 

consistent with excess thematic coverage of in-state news. That is, local stories were 

disproportionately thematic and national stories were disproportionately episodic. 

Because of their focus on business, the Wichita Business Journal was analyzed 

separately. Interestingly, analyzing the Business Journal separately did not change the 

results. 

 

Health. 78 stories were analyzed. There was not a statistically significant difference in 

coverage. While the relationship was not significant, the frequency counts were 

consistent with excess thematic coverage of in-state news. That is, local stories were 

disproportionately thematic and national stories were disproportionately episodic. 
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Task 4: Analysis and Summary  

 

The media analysis categorized 15 topics. Of those 15, six (weather, death, 
entertainment, sports, ceremonies, and religion), were not mentioned as a priority issue 
at all in any community surveys. Those articles account for 792 of the 1,960 articles; or 
40 percent of the coverage had nothing to do with priority issues. 
 
There are four topics (politics, technology, family, and other), that had potential to be 
articles related to community priorities.  For example, the coverage in technology might 
be about growing the tech sector which would be a direct linkage to economic growth.  
Another example might be an article on politics that might be about appointing a new 
secretary of corrections, which may include impact on public safety.  Those articles 
account for 488 of the 1,960 articles; or 25 percent of the coverage. The PPMC 
reviewed the database of the articles in these four topics, specifically those “depth/high 
quality” or “solution” coverage and were local or state. These articles were then studied 
to determine if the article related to any of the priority issues identified by the 
community.  Of the 488 articles, only 12 were related to priority issues of the 
community.   
 
Which leaves five categories (crime, business, health, education and infrastructure) that 
are a direct connection to priority issues defined by the community. Those articles 
account for 680 of the 1,960 articles; 35 percent of the coverage had a connection to a 
priority issue. 
 
However, further breakdown of articles illuminates the local connection to article and if 
this was actual analysis (thematic) or just coverage of a specific incident: 
 
Table 6.Community Priorities Covered in Articles 
 

Category Identified in 
Community 
Survey* 

# of 
Articles 

Percent Local Ratio for 
Thematic 

Crime (2 of 5) 300 60%   .15 

Business (5 of 5) 107 68%   .50 

Health (5 of 5) 82 43%   .72 

Infrastructure (2 of 5) 47 64%   .12 

Education (4 of 5) 58 48%   .35 

 
Crime and infrastructure articles have higher local coverage, but much of the reporting 
is about an incident, not an analysis of the underlying issues with .15 ratio for thematic 
stories.  Business and health are balanced with local coverage and provide thematic 
review with analysis of the issues. Education is almost 50 percent local coverage with a 
little more than one-third (.35 ratio) having a thematic analysis or greater depth of 
coverage.   
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Appendix A. Data collection strategy by news outlet 

News Outlet Data Selected Frequency 

KSN Top 5 stories 3 times daily 

KAKE Top 5 stories 3 times daily 

KWCH Top 5 stories 3 times daily 

KPTS Top 5 stories in "Newshour" feed 3 times daily 

KSAS-Fox Top 5 trending stories on right 

side of page 

3 times daily 

Wichita Eagle Mix of top 5 stories on right or top 

stories under the "Latest" section 

on homepage 

3 times daily 

Wichita Business Journal Top five stories from "Trending," 

moving to homepage when 

needed 

3 times daily 

KMUW Top 5 stories 3 times daily 

KNSS Top 5 stories 3 times daily 

KFDI Top 5 stories 3 times daily 

KFXJ Mix of top 5 stories from "Rock 

Music News" or "Local News" 

3 times daily 

Wichita Mom's Blog Top 5 stories Once a day 

B98 Top 5 stories Once a day 

Sunflower Top 5 stories Once a day 

Community Voice Top 5 stories from "Most 

Popular" section 

Once a day 

The Post "This Week's Headlines" 4 stories Once a week 

Catholic Advance First 5 stories Once a week 

Teenview Magazine First 5 stories Once a week 

KLC- The Journal First 5 stories Once a week 

Wichita Times First 5 stories from "What's Up, 

Wichita" page 

Once a week 

Times-Sentinel First 5 stories from "Latest 

Headlines" 

Once a week 

 

Appendix A, continued 
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News Outlet Website 

KSN https://www.ksn.com/news 

KAKE http://www.kake.com/ 

KWCH https://www.kwch.com/ 

KPTS https://www.kpts.org/ 

KSAS-Fox http://foxkansas.com/ 

Wichita Eagle https://www.kansas.com/ 

Wichita Business Journal https://www.bizjournals.com/wichita/ 

KMUW https://www.kmuw.org/ 

KNSS https://knss.radio.com/ 

KFDI https://www.kfdi.com/ 

KFXJ https://www.1045thefox.com/ 

Wichita Mom's Blog https://wichita.citymomsblog.com/ 

B98 https://b98fm.iheart.com/ 

Sunflower https://thesunflower.com/ 

Community Voice http://www.communityvoiceks.com/news/wichita_

news/ 

The Post http://www.thesedgwickcountypost.com/ 

Catholic Advance https://www.digitalcatholicadvance.org/ 

Teenview Magazine https://www.teenviewmagazine.com/2019-

magazines/ 

KLC- The Journal https://klcjournal.com/ 

Wichita Times http://wichitatimesonline.com/the-wichita-times/ 

Times-Sentinel http://tsnews.com/tsnewswordpress/ 
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Solar Energy System At Maize High Nearly 
Complete  

KMUW 
By Deborah Shaar • May 14, 2019  

•  

A 240 kW solar energy system is being built at Maize High School. It's expected to go 
online in June. 

Deborah Shaar / KMUW  

A large ground-based solar array system being built at Maize High School is nearly complete, 
and will soon join the power grid. 

Installers with King Solar set up 740 solar panels over the past few weeks in a field off North 
119th Street West, just west of the high school campus. 

This week, crews are connecting the wiring on long metal grids of solar panels. Once that is 
completed, a two-week testing process will begin. 

https://www.kmuw.org/people/deborah-shaar
https://www.kmuw.org/people/deborah-shaar
https://www.kmuw.org/sites/kmuw/files/styles/x_large/public/201905/maize_high_solar_1.jpg
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Maize High science teacher Stan Bergkamp started the Maize Solar Initiative more than a year 
ago. He says once the 240 kW solar energy system goes online in June, the district will see 
savings on electric bills immediately. 

“Hopefully, when we get that electricity bill in July for June’s usage, that’s when we will really 
be able to see what the savings are," Bergkamp says. "We have computer models that say we 
should save about $3,200 a month." 

 
The ground-based solar energy system at Maize High has 740 solar panels. Once online, the 
system is expected to generate about $3,200 a month in savings. 
Credit Deborah Shaar / KMUW 

The Maize Board of Education approved a lease agreement between the district and ICM of 
Colwich, which will save the district more than $100,000 in the installation of the panels. After 
the lease agreement expires in six years, the district will own the panels and save an estimated 
$30,000 a year. 

“They could take advantage of a federal tax credit because it’s a solar system that the school 
can’t because we don’t pay federal taxes. That was one of the best things to happen,” Bergkamp 
says. “Basically, we are getting a $400,000 system for $280,000.” 

Bergkamp got the solar energy project off the ground with grass roots fundraising and 
community engagement. He raised more than $150,000 toward a goal of $385,000. A majority of 
the donations came from current and former students, parents and local businesses. 

https://seebeyondmaize.com/
https://seebeyondmaize.com/
https://mediad.publicbroadcasting.net/p/kmuw/files/styles/x_large/public/201905/maize_high_solar_2.jpg
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He says he underestimated students’ involvement and pride. Elementary students raised about 
$500 for the project; high school students are buying apparel and cups with the Maize Solar 
Initiative logo; and students participated in special events at local businesses that designated 
proceeds for the project. 

Bergkamp says seeing the idea of a solar project come to life is one of the coolest things he has 
done in his 25-year teaching career. 

“Partly because of the support that I’ve received from my kids and their parents, and kids from 
literally all over the United States,” he says. “From coast to coast, they’ve heard about it, and 
they’ve donated money and said 'Hey, we want to be a part of this.'” 

Bergkamp says using solar energy to power the school will reduce carbon dioxide emissions, 
save the district money and provide educational opportunities for students. 

The solar panels will provide real-time data that can be incorporated into science and math 
curriculums, and the district is considering establishing a training program for solar panel techs. 

 
Solar Installer Bryce Thiessen with King Solar checks the solar panels installed on metal grids. 
Credit Deborah Shaar / KMUW 

“If the district had just written the check and bought the system, we would still see the financial 
aspect of it, but we wouldn’t have the emotional tie in from the kids because they want to be a 
part of this,” Bergkamp says. 

https://mediad.publicbroadcasting.net/p/kmuw/files/styles/x_large/public/201905/maize_solar_3.jpg


Appendix B 

The Maize Solar Initiative will also establish a solar savings account to be able to outfit other 
district schools with solar panels in the future. 

Follow Deborah Shaar on Twitter @deborahshaar. To contact KMUW News or to send in a 
news tip, reach us at news@kmuw.org. 

 

https://twitter.com/deborahshaar?lang=en
https://twitter.com/deborahshaar?lang=en
mailto:news@kmuw.org
mailto:news@kmuw.org
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Wichita Police Foundation presents trauma 
kits to police department 
KSN 

by: Staff 

Posted: May 16, 2019 / 05:38 PM CDT / Updated: May 17, 2019 / 12:28 PM CDT  

WICHITA, Kan. (KSNW) – The Wichita Police Foundation presented 40 new trauma kits to the 
Wichita Police Department Thursday afternoon at the Law Enforcement Memorial.  

The trauma kits contain items found in first-aid kits, including bandages, gauze, and tourniquets, 
gear that has not previously been among the equipment every officer was able to carry.  

“The trauma kits are compact kits that contain items essential for treatment off serious injuries 
encountered by law enforcement,” said Becca Boldra, Executive Director of the Wichita Police 
Foundation. “When you think of first responders, a lot of people think of paramedics, but it’s our 
law enforcement who are first on the scene. Whether it’s for themselves or for a community 
member, they need to be able to stop the bleed.” 

To equip every Wichita Police Department officer with a trauma kit, the foundation said an 
additional 600 kits are needed. 
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Area schools offer free app to report mental 
health concerns 
Posted: Tue 5:36 AM, May 14, 2019  |   
Updated: Tue 5:51 AM, May 14, 2019  

Grief counselors have been available at Wichita Southeast High School, helping students and 
staff cope with the death of a student. 

 

That student died by suicide inside the school last Friday. 

The National Alliance on Mental Illness says suicide is the third-leading cause of death for 
people between the ages of ten and 24. 

But, experts say talking with someone about how you, a friend or a loved one is feeling can be 
difficult. 

Several school districts around Sedgwick County have partnered with CrimeStoppers to give 
students a way to get help online. 

It’s an app called P3. 

A student can open it and click “Submit a Tip” - then select what they want to report is 
happening at their school. 
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They can report if they think a friend or peer is dealing with suicidal thoughts, and submit it 
anonymously.  

You can attach social media profiles or screenshots that show why there may be cause for 
concern.  

Right now, P3 is available for Wichita, Derby, Maize and Goddard School Districts.  

The program has been in place since October of last year, and so far - they’ve received 83 
school-related reports. Those reports range from bullying to suicide concerns to potential school 
attacks. 

"It's just an avenue for students, parents and staff to reach out to us,” said Officer Kevin Wheeler 
with CrimeStoppers. “Because I know there's a lot of times where people may not feel 
comfortable speaking with a police officer or speaking with a counselor, but this just gives them 
that avenue to remain anonymous and feel like they can reach out to someone." 

Students can also use the Wichita-Sedgwick County CrimeStoppers Website to submit a tip. 

The website allows students to give more detailed information that isn’t listed on the app. That 
includes a section to indicate the school, grade of students involved and details on their specific 
involvement. 

You can download the free app by searching “P3 Tips” on Google Play or the Apple App Store. 

More information on services provided through Wichita Public Schools can be found on THIS 
WEBSITE 

 

https://www.kwch.com/content/news/
https://www.kwch.com/content/news/
https://www.kwch.com/content/news/
https://www.kwch.com/content/news/
https://www.kwch.com/content/news/
https://www.kwch.com/content/news/
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Can Kansas Schools Teach Computer Coding Without 
Eating Up Time For Math And Science?  

KMUW 
By Celia Llopis-Jepsen • May 28, 2019  
ShareTweetEmail 

•  

Taylor Howell works on a Java coding assignment in Lisa Whallon's class at Olathe 
Northwest High School. 

Celia Llopis-Jepsen / Kansas News Service  

Originally published on May 28, 2019 12:00 pm  

A teenager wakes up, gets ready for school. Slips a smartphone into her pocket on the way out 
the door.  

Her day may well include some biology or chemistry, history, algebra, English and Spanish. It 
likely won’t include lessons on how that smartphone — more powerful than the computers 
aboard the Apollo moon missions — and its myriad colorful apps actually work. 

https://www.kmuw.org/people/celia-llopis-jepsen
https://www.kmuw.org/people/celia-llopis-jepsen
http://facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tinyurl.com%2Fyxvnfley&t=Can%20Kansas%20Schools%20Teach%20Computer%20Coding%20Without%20Eating%20Up%20Time%20For%20Math%20And%20Science%3F
http://facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tinyurl.com%2Fyxvnfley&t=Can%20Kansas%20Schools%20Teach%20Computer%20Coding%20Without%20Eating%20Up%20Time%20For%20Math%20And%20Science%3F
http://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tinyurl.com%2Fyxvnfley&text=Can%20Kansas%20Schools%20Teach%20Computer%20Coding%20Without%20Eating%20Up%20Time%20For%20Math%20And%20Science%3F
http://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tinyurl.com%2Fyxvnfley&text=Can%20Kansas%20Schools%20Teach%20Computer%20Coding%20Without%20Eating%20Up%20Time%20For%20Math%20And%20Science%3F
mailto:?subject=Can%20Kansas%20Schools%20Teach%20Computer%20Coding%20Without%20Eating%20Up%20Time%20For%20Math%20And%20Science%3F&body=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tinyurl.com%2Fyxvnfley
mailto:?subject=Can%20Kansas%20Schools%20Teach%20Computer%20Coding%20Without%20Eating%20Up%20Time%20For%20Math%20And%20Science%3F&body=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tinyurl.com%2Fyxvnfley
https://mediad.publicbroadcasting.net/p/shared/npr/styles/x_large/nprshared/201905/727592921.jpg
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That worries some Kansas businesses, lawmakers and educators who see a disconnect between 
what students learn and the technologies that have transformed everything from tractors in 
wheatfields to checkout lines at grocery stores.  

But barriers to change abound. Computer wizzes earn more money programming in C++ than 
teaching it to teens. And cramming computer science into more students’ schedules could cut 
into time spent learning about evolution, trigonometry or the laws of physics.  

“We’re no longer at a time where we can just continue what we’re doing,” said Rep. Steve 
Huebert, an engineer who chairs the education committee in the Kansas House.  

Huebert recalls learning chemistry, physics and biology in school. But in the working world, 
computers proved a critical tool for his job — one that he had to learn on the go and that only 
grew in importance.  

If some students think computer science may better fit their career goals, he wonders, why not let 
them swap a traditional science class for a chance to learn skills such as programming?  

“If we can do that,” he says, “it’ll be a win-win for everyone going forward.”  

Talent-hungry companies  

Code.org, a tech-company-fueled advocacy group, says most American high schools not only 
don’t make students take computer science — many don’t even offer it.  

The group’s attempts at tracking computer science education nationwide suggest such classes 
remain particularly rare in Kansas.  

Meanwhile, businesses hunger for tech talent. Computer science, they argue, lifts students and 
economies alike in a world where even the smallest of startups need websites, apps, databases 
and analytics.    

“Think about the needs that that creates for large employers, small employers,” says Anna 
Hennes, a program manager at one of the region’s highest-profile tech firms, medical record 
software giant Cerner. “And everybody’s ability to continue to grow and thrive.” 

https://code.org/
https://code.org/
https://code.org/files/2018_state_of_cs.pdf
https://code.org/files/2018_state_of_cs.pdf
https://code.org/advocacy/state-facts/KS
https://code.org/advocacy/state-facts/KS
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Teacher Lisa Whallon and student Christian Crabtree workout the kinks in some Java code at 
Olathe Northwest High School. 
Credit Celia Llopis-Jepsen / Kansas News Service 

Kansas City alone has added thousands of tech jobs in the past decade, and jobs in that line of 
work generally pay much better than the average gig.    

Right now, though, where students live affects their chances of picking up HTML or other 
coding knowhow at school.  

• Most states let students who take computer science count it as a credit toward graduation. 
• That doesn’t help students at high schools without computer science, though. So, a third 

of states also make sure their schools actually offer it. 
• A few states go beyond that, requiring computer science education for all students in high 

school or even before then. 

Kansas doesn’t do any of those things.  

In February, the issue landed in the House Education Committee, where Cerner lobbied for a bill 
to let computer science count as a graduation credit. (The original bill called for mandatory 
computer science education, but Cerner says that version was a mistake.)  

Expect the topic to surface again next year. In the meantime, education officials, lawmakers and 
businesses are meeting, talking, puzzling through the matter. 

http://www.kcworkforce.com/industry_IT.htm
http://www.kcworkforce.com/industry_IT.htm
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/e/2PACX-1vSntgonHS7gQ-QI7hcwNq0ssLt99IcwoUZMRZ2uksOkdxlvPi5yuY3GjdxzfELwaOZC4eZoLLnhsSxE/pubhtml
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/e/2PACX-1vSntgonHS7gQ-QI7hcwNq0ssLt99IcwoUZMRZ2uksOkdxlvPi5yuY3GjdxzfELwaOZC4eZoLLnhsSxE/pubhtml
http://sg001-harmony.sliq.net/00287/Harmony/en/PowerBrowser/PowerBrowserV2/20190220/-1/6281
http://sg001-harmony.sliq.net/00287/Harmony/en/PowerBrowser/PowerBrowserV2/20190220/-1/6281
http://sg001-harmony.sliq.net/00287/Harmony/en/PowerBrowser/PowerBrowserV2/20190220/-1/6281
http://sg001-harmony.sliq.net/00287/Harmony/en/PowerBrowser/PowerBrowserV2/20190220/-1/6281
http://kslegislature.org/li/b2019_20/measures/hb2183/
http://kslegislature.org/li/b2019_20/measures/hb2183/
https://www.kcur.org/sites/kcur/files/styles/medium/public/201905/Edited_WhallonAndStudent_2.jpg
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Related: Kansas City's Tech Market May Need Coding Skills Enough To Drop The B.S. 
Degree 

But it’s tricky. Right now, high school computer science counts as an elective. Requiring all 
students to take the subject would put districts in a bind. They’d need the right curriculum, 
technology and software.  

Maybe the bigger question is: Where would all those teachers come from? Schools already 
struggle to find and keep other specialized teachers, such as those for science and math.  

Yet letting students instead count computer science toward core graduation requirements means 
excusing them from something else. Different states take different approaches. Usually, they let 
students ditch some math or science. More rarely, students can take programming as a foreign 
language or other credit.  

Either way, professor Perla Weaver says, you’ll upset someone.  

“There’s things that we have for decades — if not centuries — assumed are part of basic 
education,” said Weaver, who heads the computer science department at Johnson County 
Community College and who used to teach high school.  

Maybe you could you make a case that computer science would come in handier for a lot of 
students than knowing the details of DNA, she said, but “boy, don’t say that in front of science 
teachers. … It’s an insult.”  

Many educators and scientists worry students already don’t get enough math and science, and 
that the nation’s supply of young scientists and its public understanding of critical concepts such 
as climate change suffer as a result. 

https://www.kcur.org/post/kansas-citys-tech-market-may-need-coding-skills-enough-drop-bs-degree
https://www.kcur.org/post/kansas-citys-tech-market-may-need-coding-skills-enough-drop-bs-degree
https://www.kcur.org/post/kansas-citys-tech-market-may-need-coding-skills-enough-drop-bs-degree
https://www.kcur.org/post/kansas-citys-tech-market-may-need-coding-skills-enough-drop-bs-degree
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/e/2PACX-1vSntgonHS7gQ-QI7hcwNq0ssLt99IcwoUZMRZ2uksOkdxlvPi5yuY3GjdxzfELwaOZC4eZoLLnhsSxE/pubhtml
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/e/2PACX-1vSntgonHS7gQ-QI7hcwNq0ssLt99IcwoUZMRZ2uksOkdxlvPi5yuY3GjdxzfELwaOZC4eZoLLnhsSxE/pubhtml
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A Yale survey suggests most people living in the counties shaded yellow (but not in the other 
counties) believe humans are driving climate change. 

A survey by Yale University, for example, found only about half of Kansans believe humans are 
driving climate change.  

Kansas high schools currently require at least 3 years of math and science each for graduation.  

New state guidelines  

Kansas has long had standards for math, English and other subjects: guidelines that tell teachers 
when their students should learn about fractions and persuasive essays.  

But when should they understand what a space bar is? How passwords work? The risks of social 
media and the implications of documenting their daily lives online?  

In April, Kansas adopted standards for incorporating computer and internet concepts into student 
learning at all ages. The Kansas State Board of Education gave the go-ahead after months of 
educators and computer scientists hammering out details, asking for public input. Tweaking, 
writing, tweaking again.  

Even digital natives need explicit instruction about computers, says Lisa Whallon, a computer 
programmer turned educator at Olathe Northwest High School. 

https://climatecommunication.yale.edu/visualizations-data/ycom-us-2016/?est=human&type=value&geo=county
https://climatecommunication.yale.edu/visualizations-data/ycom-us-2016/?est=human&type=value&geo=county
https://www.ksde.org/Portals/0/CSAS/Content%20Area%20(A-E)/Computer%20Science/Kansas%20Computer%20Science%20Model%20Standards%20with%20Description.pdf?ver=2019-04-23-165056-093
https://www.ksde.org/Portals/0/CSAS/Content%20Area%20(A-E)/Computer%20Science/Kansas%20Computer%20Science%20Model%20Standards%20with%20Description.pdf?ver=2019-04-23-165056-093
https://www.kcur.org/sites/kcur/files/styles/medium/public/201905/Capture_3.JPG
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Credit Chris Neal / For the Kansas News Service 

Students whose thumbs and index fingers fly across the screens of iPhones and iPads to text 
friends and do homework land in her coding classes hunting and pecking their way across 
traditional desktop keyboards.  

Whallon makes them build the muscle memory needed to type with ease.  

“I have adults say to me, ‘Really? Don’t kids know how to type?’” she says. “I feel like we’re 
doing our children a disservice by thinking that they just learn stuff.”  

The new state standards remain effectively voluntary for schools, but educators still consider 
them a big deal. The guidelines open the door to creating a specialized license for computer 
science teachers, preparing students at the state’s colleges of education, and training teachers 
already working in schools.  

And they emphasize “computational thinking” — breaking down problems and then seeing and 
designing solutions as a series of smaller steps.  

“People look at computer science and they think it’s just coding,” said Stephen King, who helped 
develop the standards at the Kansas State Department of Education. “The reality is, it’s far more 
widespread, far broader than that.”  

Whallon’s coding students at Olathe Northwest make flow charts, bounce ideas off each other 
and brace themselves for bugs in their code.  

https://www.kcur.org/sites/kcur/files/styles/medium/public/201905/RockhurstJavaClass1_0.jpg
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Coding an algorithm for a virtual card game took Eric Zhuo five class periods to write in Java.  

“That’s the code that I struggled with the most,” the aspiring computer engineer says. “But when 
I figured out how to complete it, it was a very good feeling.”  

None of this conflicts with science education, says Paul Adams, the dean of education and a 
professor of physics at Fort Hays State University. Kansas standards for science already ask 
schools to teach computational thinking through that subject. 

 
Students work on Java code at Olathe Northwest High School 
Credit Celia Llopis-Jepsen / Kansas News Service 

But if the goal is for more students to try their hand specifically at coding, Adams would prefer 
integrating programming concepts into other subjects as a tool, much as scientists use it for their 
work.  

“If you present your research in physics, you present your Python code,” he said, referring to a 
popular coding language used both to calculate results and share methodology. “It’s what we 
learn to do our science.”  

“To say, well, ‘Don’t worry, we’re going to remove, for example, earth and space science, or 
we’ll take out a biology’” in school and allow coding instead, “then you’ve lost that whole suite 
of knowledge.”  

https://www.kcur.org/sites/kcur/files/styles/medium/public/201905/Edited_CodingScreen.jpg
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Equity in education and careers  

Just 10 percent of graduating computer science majors at Kansas colleges in 2017 were women. 
That ratio seems to hold true in Kansas AP Computer Science classes.  

It’s a nationwide problem. Students of color are underrepresented, too. That restricts access to 
good jobs, says Code.org, and hinders diversity among the people who develop the technologies 
that serve and shape our world.  

“We can’t just have white males creating these things and being involved in these things and 
knowledgeable about these things,” says Pat Yongpradit, the group’s chief academic officer. 
“We really need everyone to be knowledgeable and involved in creating the future.”  

Rowan Hedges, another of Whallon’s Java students aiming for a tech career, is used to being 
either the only girl or one of just a few in her programming classes.  

“I feel like I have to be better than I am at all times,” she said, “or else I’ll be failing the female 
population.”  

“Even though it’s not a hostile environment,” she said, “it just is intimidating to see a ton of guys 
who … might have people who encouraged them to do the field throughout their life, just 
because they’re guys.” 

 
Kaela Amundson, Taylor Howell and Christian Crabtree coding in Lisa Whallon's class. 
Credit Celia Llopis-Jepsen / Kansas News Service 

https://www.kcur.org/sites/kcur/files/styles/medium/public/201905/Edited_CodingClass.jpg
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If schools pick up on Kansas’ new computer science guidelines and expose more students to 
computing earlier, teachers hope it could make more girls and students of color feel at home in 
the world of code.  

If the Kansas State Board of Education takes another step by letting computer science count 
toward graduation (or if the Legislature forces its hand), that could effect change, too. Code.org 
says computer programming enrollment seems to become more diverse when states count it 
toward high school graduation.  

Yet this would stop short of making sure all Kansas schools offer coding. Nor would it address 
the fact that wealthy, suburban schools can find teachers and offer specialized classes more 
easily than those in poorer, more rural or predominantly black or Hispanic parts of the state.  

That’s a serious conundrum, says Rep. Rui Xu, another member of the House education 
committee. And it has no easy solution.  

“If we want everybody to have the same opportunity,” says Xu, “then I don’t know that a 
voluntary program like this solves that.”  

Celia Llopis-Jepsen is a reporter for the Kansas News Service, a collaboration of KCUR, Kansas 
Public Radio, KMUW and High Plains Public Radio covering health, education and politics. 
You can reach her on Twitter @Celia_LJ or email celia (at) kcur (dot) org.  

Kansas News Service stories and photos may be republished at no cost with proper attribution 
and a link to ksnewsservice.org. 

Copyright 2019 KCUR 89.3. To see more, visit KCUR 89.3.   
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Best Buy warns of higher prices for shoppers due to tariffs 

KSN 

by: Staff 

Posted: May 24, 2019 / 11:41 AM CDT / Updated: May 24, 2019 / 11:41 AM CDT  

 

FILE- In this Nov. 22, 2018, file photo people wait in line to buy televisions as they shop during 
an early Black Friday sale at a Best Buy store on Thanksgiving Day in Overland Park, Kan. Best 
Buy Co., Inc. reports financial results Thursday, May 23, 2019. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel, File) 

AddThis Sharing Buttons 
Share to Facebook 
Share to TwitterShare to WhatsAppShare to SMSShare to EmailShare to More  

NEW YORK (AP) — Best Buy’s outgoing CEO warned Thursday that U.S. shoppers will likely 
see prices rise if the next round of tariffs on Chinese goods happens. 

CEO Hubert Joly said the electronics chain has been able to avoid price hikes on most of its 
products with a few exceptions, like washing machines. Joly said that he is working directly with 
the Trump administration to minimize the impact new tariffs could have on U.S. shoppers, and 
plans to continue to do so when he steps down as CEO next month and becomes executive 
chairman of the company’s board. His replacement, Corie Barry, will be Best Buy’s first female 
CEO. 
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Joly said it’s too early to know what products could see price hikes, since it’s not yet known 
which goods will be on the next rounds of tariffs of Chinese goods. Other retailers, including 
Walmart and Target, have also warned of rising prices due to tariffs. 

Shares of Best Buy Co. fell 5.5% Thursday, despite the company reporting better than expected 
earnings for the most recent quarter. 

Best Buy reported net income of $265 million, or 98 cents per share, during the fiscal first 
quarter. 

Adjusted earnings came to $1.02 per share, beating Wall Street expectations by 14 cents, 
according to Zacks Investment Research. 

Revenue rose to $9.14 billion in the period, meeting Wall Street expectations. 

For the current quarter ending in August, Best Buy said it expects its per-share earnings to range 
from 95 cents to $1. 

It still expects full-year earnings in the range of $5.45 to $5.65 per share. 

Shares of the Richfield, Minnesota-based company fell $3.80 to $65.37 midday Thursday. 

Copyright 2019 Nexstar Broadcasting, Inc. All rights reserved. This material may not be 
published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed. 
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Clearwater neighborhood prepares to leave homes due to flooding 

KWCH 
Posted: Wed 5:25 PM, May 22, 2019  |   
Updated: Wed 6:03 PM, May 22, 2019  

The Cheney flood gates were opened Wednesday due to the lake reaching record height. They 
were opened gradually, but communities that sit downstream worry what could be ahead for 
them.  

 

Joyce Kliminski lives in Clearwater. 

"I'm the eternal optimist, so I'm hoping that we will be ok," said Kliminski 

She says the water near her home is receding, but she worries what could come in the next 
couple of days as the flood gates will send thousands of gallons of water downstream. 

She and others took the day off to make sure they are ready to evacuate if they have to. 

"Spend the night in a hotel if we have to, leave before dark, and come back tomorrow and see 
what happens." 

She says all her family can do now is wait. 

The county says it's seeing minimal impact on communities downstream so far, but there is 
flooding in low lying areas. 
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Floodwater release from Cheney Lake 
creates concerns downstream 

KWCH, May 22 
 

 

Floodwater released from Cheney Lake 
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Floodwater to be released from Cheney Lake at record rates 

 
Posted: Tue 8:53 PM, May 21, 2019  |   
Updated: Wed 5:41 PM, May 22, 2019  

 

SEDGWICK COUNTY, Kan. Update Wednesday, May 22, 2019  
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While opening the floodgates and releasing water into the Ninnescah River may alleviate some 
of the flood concerns around Cheney Lake, it creates concerns downstream.  

Wednesday morning, water from the reservoir began rushing into the Ninnescah River at record 
rates. the river has several towns along its route downstream, including Clearwater.  

Wednesday afternoon, Sedgwick County reports "early indications are that the release from 
Cheney Lake is is having a minimal effect downstream."  

"Through first-hand observations, the North Fork is running higher than normal and low-lying 
areas immediately surrounding the river are flooded," the county says.  

As of about 4:45 p.m. Wednesday, the county says the release hadn't required any special action 
and "there is no need to close the main roads at this time." It says output is expected to stay at 
about 4,000 cubic feet per second "for the immediate future."  

"This likely will cause more river-adjacent flooding and perhaps a few more rural road closures, 
but in the short term, Sedgwick County Emergency Management is not expecting any new 
significant impact on the North Fork," the county says.  

It says effects downstream in the lower portion of the river are less noticeable.  

"While output has been increasing in the North Fork, the flow has been decreasing in the South 
Fork at almost the same rate, and the deeper and wider channel in this part of the river has 
minimized," the county says.  

Still, people downstream are concerned with the excess water in the Ninnescah River and more 
chances for rain coming in the days ahead through Memorial Day.  
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In one Clearwater neighborhood, neighbors set out their own ruler to judge how far the water is 
rising, which ultimately determines if they need to evacuate. There isn't much more to go.  

"I'm the eternal optimist, so i"m hoping that we will be OK," says Joyce Kliminski who lives 
next to a water-covered field in Clearwater. "It's already receded, so we are hoping that gives us 
a couple inches to play with."  

But Kliminski knows the worst of the flooding could be coming soon with with water rushing 
through the Cheney Reservoir floodgates, sending thousands of gallons of water downstream.  

Kliminski and others on her street took the day off Wednesday to make sure they're ready to 
evacuate if they have to. She says all she and her family can do is wait.  

"Yo have to risk the few to save the greater," she says.  

----- 

The level of Cheney Lake continues to rise, leading to a potentially dramatic move Wednesday 
morning.  

Sedgwick County Tuesday afternoon issued a news release saying it will be necessary to open 
the floodgates early Wednesday morning to lower the reservoir. 

"Even with this release, the forecast is for Cheney Lake to reach a record height of 1,430.5 feet. 
At 6 a.m. Wednesday morning, May 22, the gates will open gradually until completely open by 
early Wednesday afternoon," the county says.  

Sedgwick County says release water will flow first along the 15 miles of the North Fork of the 
Ninnescah River from below the dam "to confluence with the South Fork."  

"This portion will overflow by 8 a.m. Wednesday," the county says. "The extent of the flooding 
in the north branch from this release is presently undetermined. This channel's normal water 
capacity is 1,500 cubic feet per second and it will have about 4,200 cubic feet per second flowing 
through when the gates are opened."  

The county says the impact on areas farther downstream near Clearwater, Peck, and into Sumner 
County will be better known "once the River Forecast Center issues an updated outlook for the 
lower portion of the river."  

"In general, people who live along the river, especially in areas prone to flooding, should take 
appropriate precautions now, and be prepared to evacuate to higher ground if necessary," 
Sedgwick County says. "This certainly will cause additional or prolonged road flooding along 
the river."  
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Details emerge on potential downtown 
medical school  

WBJ May 10 
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The former Finney State Office Building is part of plans for a new medical school and related 
campus in downtown Wichita.  
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By Daniel McCoy  – Reporter, Wichita Business Journal  
May 10, 2019, 12:20pm EDT 

Sudha Tokala’s plans for a downtown medical school campus in Wichita now has a price tag of 
$75 million in redevelopment costs.  

That’s according to city documents outlining a memorandum of understanding that will come 
before the Wichita City Council on Tuesday from Tokala’s Douglas Market Development LLC 
entity.  

Tokala answered a call from the WBJ on Friday but hung up after being asked to talk about the 
project. She did not reply to a subsequent voicemail.  

The city documents, made public Friday, nonetheless reveal the development plans for Tokala’s 
downtown buildings:  

• The former Finney State Office Building, conjoined buildings at 230 E. William and 130 S. 
Market, will be converted into 300,000 square-foot Kansas Health Science Center at 
redevelopment costs of $25 million. The KHSC is said to be anticipating approval for the school 
from the Commission on Osteopathic College Accreditation and expects another $70 million to 
be invested in the campus by an unnamed “college operator” and other investors.  

• The former Sutton Place office building at 209 E. William will be converted into a 119-unit 
student housing center at redevelopment costs of $20 million.  

• A 119-room hotel will be built in the Broadway Plaza Building at 105 S. Broadway and on the 
site of two structures immediately to the west that the city says will be torn down. The hotel will 
operate under the Marriott flag, pursuant to a franchise agreement. Redevelopment costs for that 
project are listed as $20 million.  

• The 60,000 square-foot former Henry’s Building at 124 S. Broadway will be converted to a 
food hall, commercial kitchen, culinary school and event center at redevelopment costs of $10 
million.  

Additional aspects include an expansion and upgrade of the city-owned “pocket park” south of 
Douglas between Broadway and Market, and an anticipated need by Tokala for 900 parking 
spaces near the project.  

 

There is also an expectation of the creation of 324 net new jobs from the project, which city 
staffers have recommended be approved. 

The significant plans represent another boost to downtown development momentum, already 
bolstered this week by Fidelity Bank’s announced plans for a $51 million expansion of its 
headquarters at English and Market. 
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The proposed MOU also represents a significant step in Tokala’s plans for a downtown medical 
school. which most recently included the City Council’s approval in March for special 
assessments related to facade improvements and asbestos remediation related to the buildings.  

The city documents indicate those specials now total $14.8 million, with the largest individual 
portions being $6.1 million for facade improvements to the student housing building and $4.4 
million for facade improvements to the building that will house the osteopathic school.  

The city says that Tokala will finance the cost of the specials-related projects and then seek 
reimbursements at benchmarks along the way, including the franchise agreement with Marriott, 
as well as proof of pre-accreditation status as a medical school and an affiliation agreement with 
the operator of the college.  

But, while the MOU coming before the City Council on Tuesday is listed as a non-binding 
agreement, it will be the basis for negotiations of a final development agreement that could see 
even greater city involvement.  

While the special assessments would be financed by general obligation bonds, the city 
documents indicate that there would be an agreement to issue industrial revenue bonds — which 
require no taxpayer commitment — to finance eligible capital expenditures.  

The city says it is anticipated that Tokala would arrange conventional financing to build out and 
equip the facilities. The IRBs would be issued after the completion of the projects, provided they 
meet performance requirements, and be purchased by the developer or a related entity to provide 
an exemption for expenditures that are subject to sales tax.  

They would also provide property-tax abatements on the medical school and student housing 
facility that city says would include claw-back provisions related to agreements on capital 
expenditures and employment totals related to the project.  

Additionally, the city says that Tokala intends to request the creation of one or more Community 
Improvement Districts in relation to the hotel and culinary center, where the implementation of a 
2-percent sales tax over 22 years would generate funds to help support development costs.  

Also, the city would make available for lease up to 500 parking spaces in multiple nearby 
parking garages and the surface lot at Broadway and William to help meet the project’s expected 
parking needs.  

According to the city documents, those would combine with the 100 spaces Tokala already has 
access to via the former Henry’s building and the razing of an existing structure east of that 
surface lot to be converted to public parking.  

 


	Combined report 8.19.19.pdf
	Appendix B Other_Thematic_MaizeSolar
	Solar Energy System At Maize High Nearly Complete
	Solar Energy System At Maize High Nearly Complete
	KMUW
	KMUW

	Appendix C Other_Episodic_TraumaKits
	Wichita Police Foundation presents trauma kits to police department
	Wichita Police Foundation presents trauma kits to police department

	Appendix D Education_Episodic__MentalHealthApp
	Area schools offer free app to report mental health concerns
	Area schools offer free app to report mental health concerns

	Appendix E Education_Thematic_Coding
	Can Kansas Schools Teach Computer Coding Without Eating Up Time For Math And Science?
	Can Kansas Schools Teach Computer Coding Without Eating Up Time For Math And Science?
	KMUW
	KMUW

	Appendix G Infrastructure_Episodic_Cheney
	Clearwater neighborhood prepares to leave homes due to flooding
	Clearwater neighborhood prepares to leave homes due to flooding
	KWCH
	KWCH

	Appendix F Technology_Thematic_Tariffs
	Best Buy warns of higher prices for shoppers due to tariffs
	Best Buy warns of higher prices for shoppers due to tariffs

	Appendix H Infrastructure_Thematic_Cheney
	Floodwater release from Cheney Lake creates concerns downstream
	Floodwater release from Cheney Lake creates concerns downstream
	KWCH, May 22
	KWCH, May 22
	Floodwater released from Cheney Lake
	Floodwater released from Cheney Lake
	Floodwater to be released from Cheney Lake at record rates
	Floodwater to be released from Cheney Lake at record rates


	Appendix I Infrastructure_Thematic_MedSchool
	Details emerge on potential downtown medical school
	Details emerge on potential downtown medical school
	WBJ May 10
	WBJ May 10




